[Certification of vascular centers. Influence on quality and healthcare structures].
Diagnosis and therapy of vascular diseases are increasingly being performed following a multimodal, interdisciplinary and less invasive approach. The introduction of specialized, organ-related centers is a logical consequence in view of a better treatment quality and a more effective use of resources. The German societies of radiology, vascular surgery and angiology jointly developed a process of certification, which has been successfully applied to more than 100 units in Germany. In this article the terms and results of the process are described and possible effects on the quality and structures of the healthcare system are discussed.